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Deaf by Birth



MUSLIM FAMILY

First, of 4 siblings



Enrolled in Southeast Asian Institute for the Deaf

Active in school activities at a young age



• Had American signing 

teachers

• Later, replaced by Filipino 

signing teachers using 

Sign Exact English (SEE)

• Parents were required to 

learn Sign Language

• Consistent honor student



School Experience

➢ Favored English over Filipino

➢ Taught in Sign Exact English (SEE)

➢ Filipino subject wasn’t interesting to many deaf.

➢ Learned Writing Filipino by rote.

➢ Teachers were all signing. Visuals everywhere.

➢ Values and discipline were taught to the Deaf.

➢ Field trips that were purposive and informative benefitting 

the Deaf a lot.



• Started to have a basic knowledge of Islam.

• Father was abroad, so we can go to school.

• But was enrolled in a Catholic School

• There weren’t any Muslim school in NCR for the Deaf



Understanding Two Cultures



Stayed in SAUDI for 3 

months, learned about 

my roots, my clan.



Carving My Own Path with 

Tiny Footsteps



Tried Working in QC Hall

➢ Passed Civil Service Exam

➢ Employer was Muslim

➢ No access to meetings

➢ Some officemates learned basic 
sign

➢ Got to see Deaf Awareness Week 
activities and was interested to 
join



• Respected my lineage but 

lived an ordinary life. 

• Muslims, didn’t have a good 

reputation back then. 

• Became active in the 

community as a volunteer in 

fields of education, sports, 

women issues and politics…



Significant People in My Life

My Dad – Hadji Jadi
My sister - Hasmin



Spreading my Deaf Wings



Marching with Women Sector















National Commission 

of Muslim Filipinos



2nd International 

Conference of Deaf 

Muslims in Malaysia





Forum on Persons with Disabilities & PEACE Process



My Right to Access



d

Phuket, 

Thailand



BRIDGE Training in United Kingdom – UN Convention on Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities & Sustainable Development Goals





I am Carolyn Dagani, 

Deaf, a Muslim woman 

and President of the 

Philippine Federation 

of the Deaf.



THANK YOU!


